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Abstract 
This article aims to investigate three laws created during Brazilian republic government that are relation with colored population: 
Articles III and VIII of Criminal Code from 1890; law o quotas from 1934; and the statute of racial equality, from 2010. The 
theoretical referential will be critical discourse analysis (CDA) and it will rely on the work of Van Dijk (2012) and Fairclough 
(2001). The purpose of this paper will be problematize the myth of racial democracy through the study of intertextuality between 
juridical and scientific discourse and to defend the hypothesis that the myth is both a way to restrain ethnic conflicts and also a 
mechanism of domination, but it is not a representation of Brazilian reality. 
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Peer-review under responsibility of Academic World Research and Education Center. 
Keywords: critical discourse analysis (CDA); juridical discourse; scientific discourse; intertextuality; racial democracy. 
1. Introduction 
The issue of race in Brazil is a topic widely studied since the second half of the XIX century. Rodrigues 
(1932/2008), Ramos (1934), Romero (1882, 1888), Fernandes (1978) e Bastide (1945,1958) are some of the most 
prominent names in this big hall of scholars who have dedicated their lives to the topic. The dedication to such issue 
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is no surprise for a country like Brazil. According to Verdecanna (2009) the country currently has the second largest 
colored population in the world, surpassed only by Nigeria. Approximately half of the country is comprised of 
colored and pardos, the result of being the American country that most enslaved Africans and the last catholic 
country to abolish slave labor. Despite this cruel history, was the first to declare a racial democracy!  
Based in this contradictory scenario, this article will discuss the myth of racial democracy through study of 
intertextuality between legal and scientific discourse. The choice of these two speeches is because we believe that 
these are the most powerful ones in a modern society. Foucault (2003) "Truth and juridical forms" discusses the 
relevance of legal knowledge and their practices:  
Judicial practices - the way in which, among men, the damages and liabilities are arbitrated, the way in which, in 
Western history, was conceived and defined how men would be judged by the mistakes they had committed, the way 
in which was imposed on certain individuals to repair some of their actions and punish others, all of these rules or, if 
you will, all those regular practices, of course, but also modified endlessly throughout history - seem to me one of 
the ways in which our society has defined types of subjectivity, forms of knowledge and, therefore, the relationship 
between men and truth that deserved to be studied. (p.11).  
On the other hand, Goergen (1998) defines the role that science plays in modernity as:  
(...) Privileged and safer access to reality. The scientific procedure would allow mankind to unravel the mysteries 
of the uncontrollable forces of the occult that once imposed so much fear. Mankind would have, after all, a tool that 
would turn it into the true master of creation. Science began to be seen, since, as the engine of development, symbol 
of progress. An inseparable relationship between science and human and social development formed from that 
moment on. (p. 54)  
Foucault (1999) questions himself over what kind of power one seeks when one tries to classify a knowledge as 
science. What kind of knowledge one seeks to disqualify when a discourse is denied the science status? In the case 
of this article, what is the purpose of the intertextuality between legal discourse and scientific discourse? Damazio 
(2009) offers us a way to think about these questions: 
For Foucault (2000, p.12), according to Nietzsche`s way of thinking, there are no absolute truths, but each society 
“has its regime of truth”, that means, kinds of discourses that it accepts and makes function as true. In other words, 
each society has its mechanisms which allows it to distinguish true statements from false ones. Thus, a discourse 
accepted as true not only coerces, it judges, sentences and classifies acts excluding other discourses, disqualifying 
them before its hegemony of universalizing discourse. 
In the case of Brazillian race issues, the discourse that we could consider as our “regime of truth” would be racial 
democracy. By analyzing these three texts that were produced during the Republican period, we intend to defend the 
idea that, with regard to the legal and scientific discourse, Brazilian racial democracy was but a form of domination 
and to discourage ethnic conflicts than a unbiased interpretation of race relations in the country. 
Regarding the theoretical framework, the chosen one will be the Critical Discourse Analysis. This methodology 
was chosen for prioritizing the relationship between language and society. According to Fairclough (2012) “Critical 
discourse analysis (CDA) brings the critical tradition in social analysis into language studies, and contributes to 
critical social analysis with a particular focus on discourse, and on relations between discourse and other social 
elements (power relations, ideologies, institutions, social identities, and so forth).” The role that language has in the 
analyses of discourse is not to represent reality, but as co-participant of social construction, inseparable from social 
interaction.      
Two authors will be our main pillars: Fairclough e Van Dijk. The first author will assist us in thinking about 
intertextuality, which he defines as: “series of texts types that are transformaly releated to each other, in the sense 
that each member of the series becomes another or more, in a regular and predictable way.” (2001, p.166). The 
second author seems pertinent to our discussions as there is in his work important contributions that articulate the 
ACD with the theme of racism. 
2.  Penal code of 1890 
Chapter III “crimes against public health”, penal code of 1890  
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Art 157. To practice spiritism, magic and their incantations, to use talismans and cartomancy, to awake feelings 
like hate or love, to instill cure of curable or incurable diseases, in summary, to fascinate or to subjugate public 
credulity:  
Sentence – closed regime between one and six months and fine from 100$ to 500$000.         
Chapter XIII, Dos Vadios e capoeiras, penal code of 1890  
Art 142. To do on streets and public squares agility and physical ability exercises, known as capoeiragem; to 
walk in raids with weapons or instruments capable of producing bodily harm, causing riots and disorder, threatening 
certain or uncertain person, or instilling fear of harm:  
Sentence - imprisonment between two and six months.  
Sole paragraph: It is considered as aggravating circumstances belonging to a band or gang.   
The penal code of 1890 is a landmark in the transition from imperial to republican regime, which occurred in 
November 1889. In this scenario arises a great debate about the reconstruction of national identity and the main 
voices that were raised in relation to this theme were intellectuals connected to hygienism. Intellectuals from various 
fields - doctors, health workers, lawyers, judges, professors and politicians - took upon themselves the task of 
putting the country on the path of progress. This arduous task was presented, since the discourses of the Brazilian 
population were laden with negative adjectives. The people were described as sick and behind its time; the ills of the 
country were attributed to factors such as the Iberian heritage and the ethnic composition of the country (Lima and 
Hochman, 2000). 
Besides national identity issues, the above texts are also related to some political issues of the time. In the case of 
Chapter III, there was a conflict of interest with the medical profession. Medicine, together with Law and 
engineering, was one of the most traditional professions in the nineteenth and early twentieth century. In the early 
nineteenth century, with delineation of medical practice, it was necessary to delimit the boundaries of the profession. 
In this process, Medicine had two types of enemies: other health professionals such as midwives, nurses and 
pharmacists, and the group classified by doctors as charlatans: Spiritists and the homeopaths (Barbosa, 2003). 
Criminalization of afro-american religions was justified as a way to protect public health, but the real goal was to 
ensure physicians the monopoly of the “art of healling” (Giumbelli, 2003). “Colored sorcerers” were indeed a threat 
to physicians. Castro (2005) says that in addition to being much cheaper than the doctors, there was little difference 
between the lay and medical practices. “Colored sorcerers” used bath as therapeutic practices and, because of this, 
Africans were perhaps even more efficient than other laymen, since there were more aseptic and hygienic, so fewer 
infections occurred. 
The political aspect regarding capoeira was linked to the fact that the colored population mostly saw in Dom 
Pedro II - Emperor of Brazil - and in the Princess Elizabeth - Princess Regent who took power while her father was 
absent for reasons of health - their deliverers, and they were not in favor of them leaving the power for implantation 
of Republican Government. Speaking more specifically in the capoeiras, there are historical references that show 
that they supported the monarchy. One evidence is the participation of capoeiras in the "Black Guard", a secret 
society created under the inspiration of Jose do Patrocinio in order to protect Princess Isabel, known as the 
"redeemer of the slaves." For these reasons, they were accused of supporting the monarchy and being enemies of the 
Republic (Soares, 2008). 
Besides the political reasons for the criminalization of capoeira and African religions, the cultural issue is also 
important to understand these articles of the penal code. The country was influenced by the ideals of the Belle 
Epoque and the capital, Rio de Janeiro, craved an equivalent status to the great European capitals. Standards of 
Parisian life were adopted, as the dress code of the locals, exchanging the old frock coats and top hats, common in 
the Empire period, for clear cashmere coats, linen clothing, gloves, canes etc, even the process of redevelopment, 
with the emergence of cafes, theaters, markets, promenades, parks and palaces devoted to culture, were inspired in 
the French capital (Gralha, 2008).   
As a background to all this political issue was the big influence of evolutionist theories, treating the colored as an 
obstacle to national progress. According to Andrews (1991): 
(...) The Republic had embraced the doctrines of scientific racism and Social Darwinism and had launched Brazil 
in a national campaign to transform the backward colony into a “Tropical belle epoque”, an European society 
transported to the tropics. An important part of this national campaign was a conscious decision to replace the 
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Brazilian mestizo population with a population 'bleached' and 'strengthened' by European immigrants. The Federal 
Government made the promotion of European immigration one of its main goals in the field of public policy (...) 
(p.32) 
Racial theories that have emerged in the eighteen hundreds were aimed at elucidating the differences between 
human groups, through science. This was aimed at legitimizing European imperialism, ranking humanity so that the 
white were classified as the most developed, since they were classified as intelligent, healthy, whereas non-whites - 
coloreds, mulattoes or yellow - were represented as barbarians, backward and inferior biologically. 
In the case of Brazil this type of discourse justified the Brazilian social restructuring to continue so unequal. If 
before the slave regime was justified by the Jesuits as an improvement to the Africans, since they believed that 
Africa was hell and that there they were slaves body and soul, but coming to Brazil, enslaved, their souls could be 
released through the ritual of baptism and their spirits would be completely free after death (Santos, 2002), with the 
Scientific Racism social inequality was justified by science, that by decreeing that non-whites were inferior, it 
indemnified the new republican government in such a situation. 
Criminalization of colored people was supported by other sciences. A recognized intellectual from that period, 
the physician Nina Rodrigues claimed the idea that colored people were dangerous:   
“The criminal survival is, moreover, a special case of crime, which could be called ethnic, resulting from the 
coexistence in one society of people or races in different stages of moral and legal developments so that what is not 
immoral or anti-legal for some, must be for others. (...) " 
III- The contribution to this kind of crime is the highest. " (2008, p.246). 
Colored people were also a concern for eugenicists. They argued that the main eugenic problem in Brazil was the 
population disparity between the inferior and superior part of the population. To deal with such a situation, was 
proposed birth control measures of the groups deemed inferior, through sterilization, contraception, premarital 
examination and abortion. (Mai, 2003). 
Racist ideologies imported from Europe and hygienists ideals extrapolated boundaries of discussions about health 
and were important for broader interpretations of Brazilian society content. In the first three decades of the twentieth 
century, the country was doomed to backwardness due to their "racial composition". According to Lima and 
Hochman (2000, p.319) 
The literature on the subject indicates that one could hardly speak of Brazilian social thought and the presence of 
the hygienist discourse without the reference to the notion of race in the development interpretations of Brazil. Ideas 
of racial inferiority compose an explanatory framework for the country. Especially in the second half of the 
nineteenth century, we see a significant influence of European theories of racial inferiority among the political and 
intellectual elites. 
Both the penal code of 1890 and the cultural practices during the Belle Epoque, make us think about what Van 
Dijk (2012) says about the formation of the racist system. According to the linguist, a racist system consists of two 
subsystems: social and cognitive. The social subsystem consists of a micro-level (social practices of discrimination) 
and a macro level (relations of power abuse carried out by the symbolic elites). The cognitive subsystem refers to 
practices that are grounded in patterns of interactions and ethnic bias events, which are grounded in racist 
ideologies. 
Racist discourses are not innate, but developed, transmitted and assimilated. This occurs through communication, 
writing and speaking. Throughout the colonial period, religious and scientific discourses sought to prove the 
inferiority of coloreds. By criminalizing elements of African culture the image of dangerousness of the colored 
population is reinforced on a macro level social subsystem. 
3. Law of cotes 
§ 6 - The entry of immigrants in the country will suffer the necessary restrictions to ensure ethnic integration and 
the immigrant physical and civil capacity, it won’t be allowed, however, that the current immigration of each 
country exceeds the limit of two per cent on the total number of nationals established in Brazil during the last fifty 
years. 
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The historical period in which this text was inserted was the government of the most popular president in the 
history of Brazil, Getulio Vargas. His figure was always linked to the improvement of the life conditions of workers. 
As president, the worker’s record book was created (1933) the minimum wage was regulated (1938) and CLT - 
Consolidation of Labor Laws. - was created (1940). 
Seyferth (1999) says that, in the discussion of immigration, the racial question arises indirectly, using rhetoric 
resources like "restrictions necessary to the ethnic integration security" to minimize the racial overtones of political 
speeches. Van Dijk (2012) argues that this way of softening or the use of euphemism to describe the situation is one 
of the possible forms of denying racism and name it as mitigation. 
However, when the ideal immigrant is ranked, the racist posture becomes evident. Asian, African and Colored 
American immigrants were considered undesirable or harmful to the "national education". While Portuguese, 
Spanish and Italian immigrants, of Latin origin, were considered the best option to occupy the empty regions of the 
country. (Geraldo, 2009) 
In debates regarding immigration policies, it was not enough to be white and European to be a preferential 
migratory stream, it was necessary to have a high degree of "fusibility", namely the ability to marry non-white 
people and promoting miscegenation. The Portuguese, in addition to being considered the people with greater ability 
to "fusibility", had free entry, justified by "the need to preserve the Brazilian nationality and culture" (Koifman & 
Santos, 2012). 
Despite being dubbed as the "father of the poor" in a country where social inequality is synonym for racial 
(Fernandes, 1978), the Vargas government treated the ethnic issues in a manner quite similar to the early republican 
period, showing that in 50 years since the end of the imperial regime, little had progressed in this field... 
By the late nineteenth century comes the "theory of bleaching," which aspired to wipe out the traces of 
colonization - understand as coloreds and indigenous traits - and through successive mixtures between races would 
eventually lead the Brazilians to a bleaching. The possibility of bleaching entails two major "advantages": the first 
would be the reduction of prejudice and the second the possibility to increase the chances of social and economic 
rise (Costa, 2009). 
The relationship between the legal and scientific discourse remained strong in the 1930s. Afrânio Peixoto, 
intellectual of great expression in that period and Unilever Chaired Professor of hygiene e legal medicine at the 
Faculty of Medicine of Rio de Janeiro, had similar ideas of the early Republican period. According to Peixoto, 
hygiene policies should be guided by two types of guidelines: a criminological, by Ferri - which preached the need 
to take steps in the legal and medical fields in the name of "social defense" - and eugenic, the improvement of "race" 
through state interventions at the individual (Cunha, 1999). 
Although this scenario remains subjugating the colored, it is at this point that arises the myth of racial democracy. 
According to Guimaraes (2006) this expression has spread among Brazilian intellectuals in the conjuncture of 1937-
1944, during the Estado Novo. Racial democracy emerges as a way of working these racial tensions in the country, 
denying the existence of racial inequality in Brazil. Guimaraes (2001) says that in the cultural and ideological level 
there was a decrease in prejudice, but the inequality of income and opportunity between whites and coloreds 
persisted. 
The ideal of racial democracy is one of the strongest speeches of racism denial in Brazil. Along with the denial 
itself, there are cognitive and social strategies that are associated with it. Here, the strategy would be the 
justification. This means that even if there is a lower access of poorer population to education and employment this 
is justified by the idea that they are unable to obtain it. It is not denied that whites have better conditions than 
coloreds, what is denied is that this is related to prejudice (Van Dijk, 2012). 
The denial of racism is a strategy of socio-political control, since it diminishes the power of resistance and 
enables problems arising from racial issues to be managed in a more flexible way. By refusing to acknowledge the 
existence of a problem, the ideological elites preclude that there is a broad debate about changing public opinion and 
this keeps the power relationships in the same way. 
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4. Statute of Racial Equality 
Art 39.The government will promote actions to ensure equal opportunities in the labor market for the colored 
population, including through the implementation of measures aimed at promoting equality in hiring in the public 
sector and encouraging the adoption of similar measures in businesses and private organizations.  
§ 1. Equal opportunities will be spoofed by adopting policies and programs of vocational training, employment 
and income generation geared towards the colored population.  
This last text presents itself different from others, since the goal of this law is to promote equal opportunities, 
combating discrimination and ethnic intolerance and guarantee ethnic rights. This change of perspective owes much 
to the struggle of the Black movement that began in 1889, shortly after the proclamation of the Brazilian Republic, 
and since then the movement has experienced numerous and diverse strategies of resistance against the marginal 
living conditions imposed on this population. 
In the first phase of the black movement, which covers the period between 1889 to 1937, in an attempt to change 
this picture of segregation, the African descendants created movements of racial mobilization. Unions, clubs and 
associations intended to provide welfare, recreational and cultural activities were created. During this period, a way 
to fight the injustices to the colored population was the formation of a colored press. Newspapers were published by 
coloreds to address their issues, as the Bandeirante in 1918, in Sao Paulo. 
During Estado Novo – a dictatorship period of the Getulio Vargas government – the black movement suffered a 
severe repression, preventing the continuation of a contestatory movement. Only in 1945, with the end of the Vargas 
dictatorship, the second phase of the black movement was possible. At this time, two groups achieved greater 
visibility in the antiracist struggle: UHC - Union of Men of Color and the BET - Black Experimental Theater. The 
first group was founded by Joao Alves Cabral, in 1943, in Porto Alegre. The goal of this group was to improve the 
economic and intellectual level of people of color across the country. As for BET, it was founded in Rio de Janeiro 
in 1944, and initially the project was to form a theater group with only colored actors, but the group eventually 
expanded its goals and achievements: they published the newspaper Quilombo, offered literacy courses, promoted 
the First Congress of Brazilian Coloreds, among other accomplishments. Furthermore, they defended the civil rights 
of coloreds and the creation of an anti-discrimination legislation for the country (Domingues, 2007).  
With the military coup of 1964, the black movement was put again into hiding. In the late 1970s, but specifically 
in 1978 with the founding of the UCM - Unified Colored Movement (in Portuguese MNU – Movimento Negro 
Unificado) - was it possible to retake activities with the rise of popular, student and trade union movements . This 
group created in 1982 a program of action which advocated Claims as: debunking the myth of Brazilian racial 
democracy; creating organizations to face police violence; fighting for the introduction of the history of Africa and 
the Brazilian coloreds in schools, among other guidelines. The MNU has great relevance in the Brazilian black 
movement scenario, since it sought to unify the struggle of all anti-racist organizations in Brazil. The social order 
was challenged and racism was a theme constantly denounced. (Domingues, 2007). 
If in the first two texts the intertextuality that we investigated was between legal texts and the medical sciences, 
especially hygienism and sanitarism, the latter text will focus on intertextuality between legal texts and the social 
sciences, produced by Professor Florestan Fernandes, from the Free School of Sociology and Politics (ELSP - USP) 
that initiated a new way of analyzing issues concerning the living conditions of the colored and racial prejudice in 
Brazilian society. 
According to this sociologist, the inequality of opportunities in the labor market between whites and coloreds is 
closely related to European immigration to Brazil (which occurred between 1827 and 1885). During the period of 
slavery, the presence of Europeans in the country did not affect the working scenario, since slaves were still the 
main work force in Brazil. However, at this time, there was already a significant amount of freed coloreds and 
mulattos and these were absorbed by the urban centers of Recife, Salvador and Rio de Janeiro. Sao Paulo, unlike 
these cities, already presented the trend that would be prevalent in the country in the post-slavery period, favoring 
European immigrants in the occupation of positions of employment, directing at them the better paid opportunities. 
That being said, the job opportunities became more rare for the population of freedmen. 
With the end of slavery, the period between 1885 and 1930 is presented as a "social disaster for the colored and 
the mulatto" (Fernandes, 1978, p. 112). The end of the slave regime was not followed by a transition so the former 
slave would be inserted in free labor. In reality, this sector of the population was delegated to the most subordinate 
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positions. Indeed, Fernandes believes that abolition "is constituted of a more disguised way of slavery" (Foster, 
2005, p. 135 in Dornelles, 2009). 
After the year 1935, when the competitive social order is cemented, internal migrations become more significant 
as sources of labor work. During this period, economic growth started new job opportunities and a permanent 
occupation for coloreds and mulattoes became more accessible. Nearly 50 years after the end of slavery, we start to 
see a way to absorb this population of African descendants in the labor market. However, these jobs are jobs less 
valued and economically less rewarding (Fernandes, 1978). 
 The racial structure of Brazilian society, so far, favors the monopoly of wealth, prestige and power by whites. 
White supremacy is a reality in present, almost as much as it was in the past. “The organization of society drives the 
colored and the mulatto to poverty, unemployment or underemployment, and to the work of colored.”  
(Fernandes,1978, p.70) 
The work done by Florestan Fernandes in the 1950s and 1960s made the reader reflect –  and it makes up until 
today! –  On issues such as the transition from slave society to the free labor force and mercantile based, the 
historical process of social change in Brazil and where differences were understood as positive, generating diversity 
and cultural richness. Another relevant issue in his work were the high levels of inequality in access to the labor 
market between whites and coloreds, wage gap, reduced access to quality basic education and the removal of 
coloreds from university seats. (Foster, 2005; Dornelles, 2009) 
Racial prejudice is not presented as the most significant element of the devaluation of the colored in the labor 
market, according to Florestan Fernandes. He supports the idea that a "structural mismatch" caused this situation. 
With the end of slavery, the colored lost historical importance for the white elite. 
The immigrant did not have to compete with the colored and the mulatto for jobs, since immigration was seen as 
a factor of economic and social growth of the country. As the structure of the system of race relations separated 
coloreds away from job opportunities, whites almost monopolized the market. So Europeans who immigrated to 
Brazil only worsened, and did not create the situation of racial inequality. 
According to the bakthiniano postulate “all discourse is essentially dialogic as it always represents a response or 
anticipation of the speech of others” (Araujo; Lobo - Souza , 2009 , p.566). In analyzing Article 39 of the Statute of 
Racial Equality, it seems that we have a dialogue with the points worked by Florestan Fernandes in his book "The 
integration in colored in class society" (1978).  
In all laws analyzed in this article, we believe that the kind of intertextuality ocurred is the content intertextuality. 
According to Xavier (2003) it occurs "within the same culture, through texts from the same time and knowledge 
areas. The intertextuality of content can be given explicitly or implicitly "(p. 285). The laws are a type of discourse 
that presents an implicit intertextuality content and exposing the types of text that laws dialogue with, we hope to 
"remind" our reader that the legal discourse is not an absolute, ultimate and impartial speech, but is crossed by 
several biases as any other human speech. 
5.  Conclusion 
The desire to write an article about the laws affecting directly or indirectly the colored population and the 
intertextuality with science has come as yet another attempt to think about another point of view, the fragility of the 
idea that there is no racism in Brazil. When it is said that there is equality between whites and coloreds in Brazil, 
questions arise: During the Republican period, two of the most powerful speeches of modern society, scientific and 
legal, shows, in print, the construction of social barriers for coloreds in society. In 1960, with the military 
dictatorship, the black movement was put into hiding, and their agendas were ignored. From the end of the 
dictatorship, in 1985, until now has racism ended? How to overcome centuries of colored inferiorization in almost 3 
decades if we do not openly talk about this topic? 
Part of the belief of the non-existence of racism in Brazil is related to the fact that this concept is understood as 
hatred between ethnic or racial groups, or the belief that they are inferior. In comparison to clearly segregated 
systems like apartheid or the segregation laws of the United States that were in effect until the signing of the Civil 
Rights Act in 1964, Brazil could say that it is not a racist country. However, the most "current" forms of racism are 
subtle and indirect and do not "respond" by that name, but as racial inequality or social inequality. 
248   Claudia Freire Vaz et al. /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  190 ( 2015 )  241 – 249 
But getting in touch with the way Van Dijk (2012) conceptualizes racism as "a complex social system of 
communication, ethnic or 'racially' based and its consequent inequality" (p.135), we realize that this issue still has 
more complex faces and can not be understood only as hatred between different ethnic groups. 
    As we admit the position that in Brazil there is rather a more subtle and indirect racism than other 
segregationist systems that we have witnessed in the twentieth century and during the period of slavery, we wonder 
regarding the construction of the identity of the colored population. According to Charaudeau and Maingueneau 
(2004) the identity originates from both "production conditions that exert constraints on the subject, conditions that 
are inscribed in the situation of communication and / or discursive preconceived, and the strategies put into 
operation in a more or less conscious way " (p.267). Thus, one cannot overlook the legal and scientific discourses in 
the formation of the colored identity. 
The hegemony of the dominant thought that describes Brazil as a "racial paradise" is contested through a critical 
view of data, as the study by Professor Marcelo Paixao (2003) demonstrates. In his work, he compares the human 
development index between whites and coloreds in 2001. While Brazil had HDI at the 65th position - amongst 175 
countries, the white population, with the same evaluation criteria, would possess the HDI at the 46th position, while 
the colored population would be placed at the 107th place. Why this discrepancy? If this difference is not justified 
by social issues, that somehow the rise of the colored population was hindered, the only possible justification would 
be by a biological bias, which characterizes a racist explanation. 
Because we believe in a critical position towards reality, we used the Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) for 
social analysis as this allows us to embrace vastly complex "organizational, control and power structures , including 
public speaking and writing that can be just one of the many other social practices to be examined "(Van Dijk, 2012, 
p. 22). Through this examination we believe we can transform the Eurocentric vision of our society into a more 
plural and less excluding vision. 
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